This study aimed to evaluate the use of the FTA elute card TM impregnated with cervicovaginal sample directly in the PCR amplification for detection of HPV-DNA. The results were compared to a reference technique. This method was more efficient than the protocol indicated by the manufacturer, identifying 91.7% against 54.2% of the positive samples.
Human papillomavirus (HPV) infection has been associated with cervical cancer, and is considered a required prerequisite for the development of cervical cancer (15) . This malignancy is the second most common type of cancer among women worldwide with incidence rate of 500,000 cases per year, of which 80% come from developing countries (17) . In Brazil, for the year of 2010, it is expected 18,430 new cases of cervical cancer, with a total risk figure of 18/100,000 women (10).
There are more than 100 types of HPV, and they are described and classified according to their oncogenic potential (15) . Routine preventive exams, as well as screening exams are performed anually, being the citopathological exam (Papanicolaou) the method of choice. In spite of the fact that this test contributed to a great decrease in the mortality rates, it simply identifies cellular changes that are usually associated with the viral infection, instead of directly detect the presence of HPV, allowing the latent infections to remain undiagnosed (10) . A study by Fernandes et al. (2008) has shown that women who have HPV infection are 4.5 times more likely to develop cervical lesions than women presenting HPV negative results
(5).
Several protocols based on DNA-detection have been developed for the identification and typing of HPV (3, 7, 13, 20) . Generally, the samples used to perform these tests are from cervical cells collected by a citobrush placed in a liquid based transport medium, and DNA extraction protocols should be suited for large-scale HPV testing (9, 11 and Triton X-100 2%) was added, followed by incubation at 100°C for 10 min. The samples were then centrifuged for 1 min at 13 000 rpm, and the supernatant was transferred to a microtube containing 2.5 µl of silica (12) 
